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SUBJECT:LETTER EROM KING OE NEPAL TO PRESIDENT CARTER 

EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE LETTER: 

"APRIL 20, 1978 

YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

1 HAVE RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF THE 30TH OE JANUARY 1978 
RENDERING YOUR ADVICE TO ME IN THE SPIRIT OP MUTUAL GOOD- 
WILL AND PRIENDSHIP POR WHICH I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU. 

THE NEPALESE PEOPLE SHARE WITH YOU AND THE PEOPLE OP THE 
UNITED STATES THE GREAT IDEALS OP FREEDOM AND HUMAN DIGNITY. 

WE ALSO SHARE YOUR RELIEF IN THE RULE OP LAW WHICH CAN BE 
GUARANTEED ONLY WHEN THERE EXISTS AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY. 

I HOPE YOUR EXCELLENCY IS AWARE THAT THE CONSTITUTION OP 
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NEPAL GUARANTEES NOT ONLY PUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, BUT ALSO RE- 
QUIRES THAT NO DISCRIMINATION BE MADE BETWEEN ONE MAN AND AN- 
OTHER BEPORE LAW AND NONE CAN BE PUNISHED WITHOUT TRIAL BE- 
PORE COURTS OP LAW. ALL THIS HAS BEEN DONE IN THE RET IFF 
THAT AN INDIVIDUAL MUST FIND JUSTICE BEFORE COURTS OP LAW 

AND ENJOY HIS FREEDOM AS AN INDIVIDUAL. ALTHOUGH I HAVE 
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HEARD OF SOME CASES OF OFFENSE AGAINST THE STATE IN MY 
COUNTRY, IT IS ONLY APPROPRIATE THAT I SHOULD NOT INTER- 
FERE INTO THE CASES SUB JUDICE. ANY PERSON CONVICTED BY 
THE LAST COURT OF APPEAL EVEN ENJOYS THE PRIVILEGE OF SEND- 
ING AN APPEAL FOR CLEMENCY. 

FOR SOME WEEKS PAST I WAS ON A REGIONAL TOUR OF MY 
COUNTRY. THE MORE I TRAVEL, THE MORE THE PEOPLE I MEET AND 
TALK TO, THE MORE I FEEL CONVINCED THAT THE DEMANDS OF THE 
VAST MAJORITY OF OUR PEOPLE ARE FOR BASIC ECONOMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT. ONLY SOME WEEKS AGO, I WAS TRAVELLING THROUGH THOSE 
AREAS WHERE PEOPLE HAVE SPECIALLY BEEN HIT HARD BY THE PRO- 
HIBITION ON THE TRADIITONAL CULTIVATION OF NARCOTIC PLANTS. 

IT IS NOT FAIR THAT HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE SHOULD 
SUFFER BY A STROKE OF A DECISION WHERE THEIR LIVELIHOOD 
HAS BEEN AFFECTED MOST DEEPLY. I WONDER IF IT WAS REALLY 
WHAT WE WANTED. THIS IS WHERE I BELIEVE OUR OBLIGATION 
COMES IN STRONGLY. 

EXCELLENCY, AS A FRIEND OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND AS 
A NEPALI WHO ENJOYED THE PRIVILEGE OF SPENDING A YEAR AT 
HARVARD, I WISH YOU TO BE ASSURED THAT THE PARTYLESS 
PANCHAYAT DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM, WHICH WE PROFESS, IS DEVELOP- 
ING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WISHES OF THE NEPALESE PEOPLE. 

AN ATTEMPT TO SUBVERT IT FROM OUTSIDE WILL LEAD, I AM SURE, 
TOWARD INSTABILITY. AS I BELIEVE IN THE IDEALS OF DEMO- 
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CRACY SO I BELIEVE THAT THE NEED FOR AN ALL-ROUND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT REQUIRES SERIOUS ATTENTION. BUT NEITHER 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NOR DEMOCRACY WILL HAVE ANY MEANINGFUL 
IMPACT ON OUR PEOPLE UNLESS THEY GET A FAIR SHARE IN THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE FRUITS OF DEVELOPMENT. THESE ARE THE 
SUBJECTS WHERE MY THOUGHTS ARE BEING DIRECTED. I AM HAPPY 
TO NOTE THAT YOUR EXCELLENCY IS GIVING SINCERE THOUGHTS ON 
OFFERING ASSISTANCE TO NEPAL AND I MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR 
OFFER TO HELP US DEVELOP OUR WATER RESOURCES. 

EXCELLENCY, I WISH YOU TO BE ASSURED THAT I HAVE CHAMP- 
IONED THE'CAUSE OF NEPALESE DEMOCRATIC POLITY TO FLOURISH 
IN NEPAL. ALSO, AS I HAVE BEEN SERIOUSLY CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE NEED FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN NEPAL, I HAVE BEEN 
PLEADING TO FRIENDS ACROSS THE WORLD TO ACCEPT NEPAL AS A 
ZONE OF PEACE. AS I WRITE IN ALL FRANKNESS, I ALSO WISH 
TO MENTION CATEGORICALLY THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEPAL SHALL 
NEVER ACCEPT IMPOSITION FROM ANY ONE FROM OUTSIDE. PROUD 
OF THEIR HERITAGE OF INDEPENDENCE, THEY GUARD THEIR FREEDOM 
AND DIGNITY, EQUITY AND THE RULE OF LAW, THE ABSENCE OF 
WHICH CAN ONLY LEAD TO A RULE OF FORCE, VIOLENCE AND TERROR- 
ISM. IN THE NAME OF A NEW ORDER AND CHANGE, PEOPLE HAVE 
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BEEN SADDENED IN THE PAST TO WITNESS FREEDOM BEING REPLACED 
BY DESPOTISM, AND DEMOCRACY HAVING BEEN TRAMPLED UPON BY 
DICTATORSHIP OP ONE KIND OR ANOTHER IN ASIA, AFRICA, 

EUROPE AND LATIN AMERICA. THIS IS WHERE I BELIEVE OUR 
MATURITY AND SOBER UNDERSTANDING ARE CALLED POR. AS ONE WHO 
HAS STOOD POR INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND PREEDOM, IT WAS 
NATURAL THAT MY GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE MISSED YOUR EXCELLENCY 
DURING YOUR TOUR OP ASIA. MAY I ONCE AGAIN INVITE YOUR 
EXCELLENCY AND MADAME CARTER TO PAY A FRIENDLY VISIT TO 
NEPAL AT A DATE CONVENIENT TO YOU. 

YOUR COUNTRY'S AMBASSADOR, MR. DOUGLAS HECK, HAS NO 
DOUBT COMMUNICATED TO YOU THE ESSENCE OF MUCH OF WHAT I 
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HAVE WRITTEN. MY GOVERNMENT APPRECIATES HIS CONTRIBUTION 
TO NEPAL-UNITED STATES PRIENDSHIP AND WE WISH HIM WELL IN 
THIS ENDEAVOUR. 

PLEASE ACCEPT, EXCELLENCY, THE ASSURANCES OP MY HIGHEST 
CONSIDERATION. 

BIRENDRA R. 

HIS EXCELLENCY 

MR. JIMMY CARTER 

PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES OP 

AMERICA 

WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C." CHRISTOPHER 
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